
 

 

 

     
 

                                                                                                   

VOLUNTEERING NEWSLETTER                               Issue No. 2 

Welcome to our second Newsletter.  2018 saw another successful year for heritage 
volunteering with many and varied activities both indoors and out.  This issue includes 
accounts of two of our current projects at Bourne Mill and the East Anglian Railway 
Museum.  In addition, one of our volunteers, Pam Hoh, has also found time to contribute 
her skills to a sampler for the special Anniversary Wall Hanging to celebrate fifty years of 
The Arts Society 1968 to 2018.  This is a nationwide Arts Society project and you will find 
further details below with a photo of her work.   

Volunteers continue projects with four partner organisations (Munnings in Dedham, Bourne 
Mill in Colchester, the East Anglian Railway Museum at Chappel, and Coggeshall Abbey).  
We had also hoped to be working on another garden project at Grange Barn, Coggeshall, 
but with a change of National Trust staff there this has been postponed for the time being. 
However, the garden at Bourne Mill continues to flourish.  Angela Blakeway, who helped to 
design the garden with Mary Whiteley and looks after it with National Trust volunteers, 
describes a summer day working there.  At another venue, looking at a different aspect of 
our industrial heritage, four more volunteers have been working since early 2018 on our 
first projects at the East Anglian Railway Museum.  The Museum has a huge archive 
collection and as well as sorting and cataloguing the railway uniforms we have recently also 
started putting together an inventory of railway artefacts in the collection.  And there is still 
plenty to keep us occupied there during 2019.  In the meantime Susan Hobson reveals all - 
about railway uniforms! 

EARM and Bourne Mill would welcome more volunteers so do please contact me if you are 
interested – rosybrokeevans@yahoo.com 

Many thanks to all volunteers for your time, enthusiasm and commitment.  Please carry on 
making a difference! 

 
Rosy Evans 
Heritage Volunteer Coordinator 
January 2019 



 

 

BOURNE MILL GARDENS IN 2018 
 

    
 
Visitors to the National Trust’s Bourne Mill in Colchester may have come to admire the 
industry and ingenuity deployed in the construction of a water mill there in the past. Once at 
Bourne Mill they also see the serenity and beauty of the surroundings of the mill where there 
is a well balanced mixture of the natural environment and the cultivated gardens. Bourne 
Mill’s pond is a centrepiece of tranquillity where the waterfowls’ lives are played out in front 
of the visitor. 

 
 

Throughout spring and our early summer the gardens have flourished magnificently and 
have been greatly admired by our valued visitors. There has been a profusion of flowers in 
bloom, both decorative and medicinal, such as camomile, feverfew, lavender, lemon balm, 
forget-me-nots, bluebells, marigolds and comfrey. These plants were well known by those 
who, in the late 16th century, lived and worked in what we today know as Bourne Mill but 
what was then most likely to have been a fishing lodge or a banqueting house. Yet again this 
year the flower beds around the mill have continued to provide a glorious vision of 
wonderful colour and interesting plants. On occasion I am called away from my self-set 
gardening task of the day to give the names of the flowers, and to receive the much 
appreciated expressions of admiration!  



 

 

Added interest in exploring the area around Bourne Mill can be found in the specially 
constructed stumperies made from the dead wood of trees and logs. The stumpery close to 
the mill is a perfect environment for the stag beetles there as the larvae feed on the rotting 
wood. Stag beetles are extinct in some countries and declining in numbers in others. 
Providing areas with perfect conditions for their development will help the stag beetles 
thrive. Walking further into the natural environment for wildlife, trees and plants 
surrounding Bourne Mill will reveal another dramatic stumpery and a dynamic display of 
introduced gunnera plants. 

The gardens and natural areas at Bourne Mill are a perfect added extra for the visitors 
hoping to learn more about the significance of Colchester’s water mills. 

Angela Blakeway                            
Arts Society Colchester Volunteer 
National Trust Volunteer 

 

************** 

RAILWAY REVELATIONS 
At first it seemed a daunting task ……. 

 

  
 
A small breeze block room full of bulging bags, rails of clothing (some shrouded in suit 
covers), peaked hats in plastic storage boxes and on a shelf a huge green model engine 
……… this was our introduction on a cold day in December to EARM where we would be 
cataloguing vintage railway uniforms.  The Museum is located in the working railway station 
at Chappel.  Among its many attractions visitors can explore the original Victorian station 

    



 

 

buildings, pull levers in the signal box, have tea in an old railway carriage and watch Thomas 
the Tank Engine puffing down the line.  No such fun for us – we had work to do that day! 
And at first it seemed a daunting task – where to start? 
 
However with a very warm welcome from the helpful Museum staff and some self-help of 
our own we soon worked out a system. By April 2018 we had sorted, described, classified 
and recorded scores of uniforms.  They range from the beautiful black wool and meticulous 
tailoring of Mr. Temple’s signalman’s jacket from the 1950s  to 1980s and 1990s navy 
polyester jackets – perhaps less charming to us now but may be just as fascinating in the 
future with their huge variety of badges and buttons, each denoting different ranks and 
jobs. 
 
Some of the uniforms remained in plastic covering unopened and unworn.  Others were 
battered and stained through heavy use,  like the elegant tail coat which was worn, we 
think, by a commissionaire at one of the glamorous Railway Hotels which flourished from 
the 1930s onwards.  The more uniforms we examined the more intriguing the history of 
their details and use - from tiny bound pockets with a corded loop to an ancient vulcanized 
cotton mackintosh.  We searched the pockets avidly, keen to find any treasures left behind -  
a gold sovereign, a packet of Woodbines?  But the only thing we discovered was a hand-
written Special Stop Order from one Christmas Eve. 
 
And the more we’ve seen the more intrigued we are – even modern rail travel becomes 
more interesting, making a railway employee’s uniform at Marks Tey station now a subject 
of scrutiny!  And watching a recent episode of Endeavour we tried to work out if the station 
master’s uniform from the 1960s was similar to one we catalogued, and was his watch chain 
something to do with the mysterious button holes and pockets we wondered about?  
Cataloguing railway uniforms has certainly been more of a revelation than we’d imagined! 
 
Susan Hobson 
Arts Society, Colchester Volunteer 
 

************** 

THE ARTS SOCIETY – CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 
1968 – 2018 

Pam Hoh's sampler for the Wall Hanging 

A wall hanging, to celebrate fifty years of The Arts Society, will be displayed at 8 Guilford 
Street at the end of January and will be entitled “50 years of making a difference".  
Throughout the country members are contributing work to be included, and we are 
delighted that Pam Hoh will be representing our society.  Pam has designed and worked this 
embroidery to depict Young Arts activities. Each small sampler, the size of a postcard, will 
represent an aspect of The Arts Society.   The samplers will be assembled by   volunteers    
under    the    guidance    of the supervisor, Jill Makepeace-Warne. 



 

 

 

 
************** 

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS  

CHILDREN’S DISCOVERY TRAILS:  A number of Arts Societies have Church, Historic Houses 
and Town trails for children.  Working in a small team would you be interested in helping to 
put one together for Colchester?  Or in creating a Discovery trail around one of our 
Churches in the area?  
 
BOURNE MILL:  History and/or gardening? If you have an interest in Bourne Mill’s history 
you could help with research on varied topics (from the last days of milling there to its time 
during World War II) for short articles, suitable for readership of 12 years and up. The 
Bourne Mill volunteer gardeners are also in need of extra pairs of hands.  Could you offer a 
few hours a week or a month?  

EAST ANGLIAN RAILWAY MUSEUM:  Photographing, cataloguing and conservation projects 
include the Goods Shed Archive, dealing with the paper records of transported goods and 
cleaning and conservation of paper artefacts.  To start in January. 

 

 

 

 

AND LOOKING FORWARD 
   
The Munnings Art Museum, Dedham will be showing a major exhibition 

 
“BEHIND THE LINES: MUNNINGS AS A WAR ARTIST, 1918” 

 
from 23 March to 3 November 2019 

 

 


